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The Horrors of a Slave Ship
          This article is a story of a Nigerian Olaudah Equiano who was kidnapped as a child, enslaved, and forced to withstand all the problems and horrific experiences that came with traveling of slaves on a slave ship across to the New World across the Atlantic Ocean. The person who originally owned him has renamed him as Gustavus Vasa which ends up lasting for a lifetime despite him not linking it. After being bought and sold severally, Quaker his last owner gives him a chance by allowing him to buy his freedom for forty Euros and helped him in earning all the money required to do so. Before moving to London, Equiano traveled a great deal. After moving to London, he got married to Englishwoman and later became a very active member of the antislavery movements that at that they were getting very popular. With the support of his fellow abolitionists and friends in 1789, he had his autobiography published called The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano or Gustavus Vassa, the African.
       This book provided a first-hand information account that listed all slavery evils to all the public that did not have any idea, and this account proved to be a very powerful testimony that could Significantly be used in helping the abolitionist’s cause. The author narrates his story from when he was enslaved to the time when he got a chance to acquire his freedom back. In his homeland, when the grown-ups went to the fields, the children were left at home to play and others including him used to get to the top of trees to look out for any kidnappers or assailants that might come upon them. This is because many times these people took advantage of their parent’s absence and carried them off to work for white people. One day, fate was not on his side when these kidnappers came when none of the grown people were around and took them away with his sister. They were taken to the nearest woods without having any chance to resist, cry, or shout for help with their hands tied up.
         He was separated from his sister who was sold out to different people leaving him so sad and devastated. He did not a chance except paring that his sister finds happiness and good people wherever she is taken. They both got into the hands of different people. Some were merciless while others were kind and human. Most of them were however so inhuman and merciless. They did not care about any well being of the black people as long as they are served well. Africans were forced to eat just to get the energy to work for the whites in their farms and houses. Anyone who tried to escape was punished for this crime by being beaten and denied services leading to the deaths of many lives. They also made sure that the distance between where they took black people from was so far from the places, they sold them out. I think White people did not understand the meaning of being human and the virtues and values that come with it. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]       The author wants to show the ruthlessness and agony that the slavers went through. The enslavers were so, merciless and their main aim was to exploit the Africans by force without caring about what they felt and went through. African people were denied a chance to be with their families by force being taken away. They experienced a lot of pain, physically when those chains were used on them and emotionally when separated form their loved ones. Africans were undervalued and to white people, black lives did not matter. According to this story, white people did not see any importance of the Africans apart from them being just slaves who could be passed from one person to another in exchange for only coins. Children and mothers were kept in bad conditions causing deaths that could have been controlled. I also think the African movements formed and supported by them helped in changing the white people's perspectives about black lives. Africans should continue fighting for the rights and protecting themselves from the white people who currently do not value black lives. I think they consider black people as criminals and enemies while in real sense they are just good human beings like anyone else in the European countries. 
         There can be a lot of productivity in our economy when all come together and work without any discrimination and mistreatment. Olaudah Equiano saw a lot of differences in his black culture and that of the white people. Some of their practices are to be emulated while others are to be ignored. Surprisingly the white people love the African culture and some of them incorporated it in their society. I think they should value black people like they value their culture. African people also learned many new things form the whites during their enslavement period that helped them later in life. They should peacefully work together, value one another, and have enough respect for each other's culture without using any force against black lives.
        
     
